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THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE TWO 
 

BCP – The Book of Common Prayer, H – The Hymnal 1982 
S – Service Music in The Hymnal, A – Alleluia III Songbook 

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

     Prelude                       
 
The Opening Hymn                         O Master, let me walk with Thee                          H 660 

O Master, let me walk with thee in lowly paths of service free; tell me thy secret; help me bear the 

strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 

Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear winning word of love; teach me the wayward feet 

to stay, and guide them in the homeward way. 

 

Teach me thy patience; still with thee in closer dearer company, in work that keeps faith sweet and 

strong, in trust that triumphs over wrong. 

 

In hope that send a shining ray far down the future’s broadening way, in peace that only thou 

canst give, with thee, O Master, let me live. 

 
 
The Opening Sentences                                                   BCP 355 

Leader    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

 

Song of Praise                                             (Gloria in Excelsis)                             S 280  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 

praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God. 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen.  
 

 
The Collect              

Almighty and Everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity, and, that we may 
obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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First Reading: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, 
and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God.  And Joshua said to all the 
people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:  Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons 
Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods.  Then I took your father 
Abraham from beyond the river and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring 
many.  Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the 
gods that your ancestors served beyond the river and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  Now if you are 
unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served in the region beyond the river or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as 
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that 
we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought s and our 
ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those signs in our sight.  
He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 
and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land.  Therefore, we 
also will serve the Lord, for He is our God.”  But Joshua said to the peoples, “You cannot serve the 
Lord, for he is a holy God.  He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins.  
If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn an do you harm, and consume you, 
after having done you good.”  And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!”  Then 
Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to 
serve him.”  And they said, “We are witnesses.”  He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are 
among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.”  The people said to Joshua, “The 
Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.”  So, Joshua made a covenant with the people that 
day, and made statues and ordinances for them at Shechem.   
 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 78:1-7                                                                     BCP 694                                                         
 

Officiant and People     
1 Hear my teachings, O my people; * 
           incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
           I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
3 That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have told us, * 
            we will not hide from their children 
4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
            and the wonderful works he has done. 
5 He gave his decree to Jacob and established a law for Israel, * 
            which he commanded them to teach their children; 
6 That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn; * 
            That they in their turn might tell it to their children. 
7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 
             and not forget the deeds of God, but keep his commandments. 
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Second Reading:  I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may grieve as others do who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.  For this we declare to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died.  For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call 
and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so, we will be with the Lord forever.  Therefore, encourage one another with 
these words. Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sequence Hymn                                  Take my life and let it be                                      H 707 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord to thee; take my moments and my days, let them flow 

in ceaseless praise.  Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love; take my heart, it 

is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King; take my intellect, and use every power 

as thou shall choose.  Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.  Take myself, 

and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

 

And so, the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, shall far out-pass the power of human 

telling; for none can guess its grace, till Love create a place where in the Holy Spirit makes a 

dwelling. 
                                   
 
 

 
   

Gospel  Matthew 25:1-13 
 

Celebrant     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven will be like this, ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  As the bridegroom 
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  But at midnight there was shout, ‘Look! Here is 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’  Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’  But the wise 
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’  And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  Later the other bridesmaid came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’  But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’  Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”    
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Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                                         Rev. Linda Suzanne Borgen 

 
The Nicene Creed                                                    BCP 358 
All say together 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People             Form VI                          BCP 392  

The leaders and people pray responsively 

In Peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For the community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
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That our works may find favor in your sight. 

For [N. our presiding Bishop, and N. (N.) our Bishop(s); and for] all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgiving 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The people may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
Known and unknown, 
Things done and left undone; 
And so, uphold us by your Spirit 
That we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
To the honor and glory of your Name; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

Confession of Sin                                                     BCP 360 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Confession of Sin 
 

All say together 
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Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

 

Absolution                                               BCP 360 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
The Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Sentence 
 

The Priest says   Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
Almighty God. Ephesians 5:2 
 

(Offerings may be mailed, given to the church office, or given securely online at www.stthomasgreenville.org)  

 

Offertory Anthem                                                                                                           Dr. Elizabeth French 
                                                                           

Doxology                                        H 380, v 3 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creature here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer A                     BCP 361 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

http://www.stthomasgreenville.org/
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People  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his 
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your 
children. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  

The people stand or kneel. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
Father of all. 

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

Sanctus                                                                                                                                 S 125 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Celebrant and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People            Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation [Amen.] 
 
The Ministration of Communion 
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Communion Hymns                                                                                 Choir and Congregation 

 
Give Me Oil in My Lamp                                                                                                        A 41 

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning.  Give me oil in my lamp, I pray.  Give me oil in my 

lamp, keep me burning, keep me burning, keep me burning ‘till the break of day. 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me singing.  Give me joy in my heart, I pray.  Give me joy in my 

heart, keep me singing, keep me singing ‘til the break of day. 

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving.  Give me love in my heart, I pray.  Give me love in my 

heart, keep me serving, keep me serving ‘til the break of day. 

Give me faith in my heart, keep me praying.  Give me faith in my heart, keep me praying, keep me 

praying ‘til the break of day. 

Give me faith in my heart, keep me praying. Give me faith in my heart, I pray.  Give me faith in my 

heart, keep me praying, keep me praying ‘til the break of day. 

Here I am Lord                                                                                                                     A 59 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard My people’s cry.  All who dwell in dark and sin My hand 

will save.  I, who made the stars of night.  I will make their darkness bright.  Who will bear My 

light to them?  Whom shall I send? 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne My people’s pain, I have wept for love of them.  They 

turn away.  I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.  I will speak My 

word to them.  Whom shall I send? 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.  I will set a feast for them.  My hand 

will save.  Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.  I will give My life to them.  

Whom shall I send? 

Refrain 

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.  I will go, Lord, if you lead 

me.  I will hold Your people in my heart. 
 

Prayer for Lay Eucharistic Visitor  
 

Celebrant:  In the name of this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ, we send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, so that those to whom you go share with us in this Holy Communion of Christ’s 
Body and Blood.  

 

    People        For we who are many are one body, because we all share one bread and one cup. 
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Post-Communion Prayer                BCP 366 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring is in these holy 
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as 
faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and forever.  Amen.  

 
Blessing 
Celebrant blesses the congregation saying 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
  

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Dismissal                                                                                                                             BCP 366 

 
Recessional Hymn                             Come down, O Love divine                                H 516 

Come down, O love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 

O comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; and let thy 

glorious light shine ever on my sight, and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

And so, the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, shall far out-pass the power of human 

telling; for none can guess its grace, till Love create a place where in the Holy Spirit makes a 

dwelling. 
                                   
Postlude                                                                                                                 
  
 


